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MC GARAGE
SO YOU WANT TOGO RACING?

>A COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE MOTORCYCLE OWNERSHIP EXPERIENCE

Ah, the joy of track days:
Riding as fast as you can

on a closed course with no cars
or cops. It’s an exhilarating
feeling. But to some riders, 
it’s not challenging enough. 
For them, it might be time to
take the next step: racing.

Racing is a lot different than
track days, and not all in a good
way. Not only do you get less

track time, it’s more expensive.
Then why do it? For the rush:
There’s no feeling like crouching
on the starting grid, revving
your engine, waiting for the
green flag to drop, then darting
off the line with dozens of
other riders all going for the
holeshot. Or stalking the prey in
front of you, waiting patiently
for your moment to strike and
make the pass. And the best
feeling of all: giving your all for
10 of your most perfect laps

ever, seeing the checkered flag
and knowing it’s for you—the
winner! 

Does that sound cool to you?
Then let’s get you started.

First, you need a bike. When I
started racing in 2006, I decided
to dedicate my ’05 Suzuki GSX-
R750 streetbike to my racing
effort. Unlike track days, it’s not
easy to switch back and forth.
Your choice of bike determines
which class(es) you’ll be com-
peting in—in my case B
Superstock (for production
motorcycles limited to minor
modifications) and B Superbike
(for production bikes that may
be modified to a much higher
degree). One benefit of racing 
a 750 is that because Suzuki 
is the only manufacturer that
makes one, the races aren’t as

hotly contested as the more
popular 600cc and 1000cc
classes. As a rule of thumb, it’s
better to start on a smaller bike
than a larger one, as the liter-
bikes are scary fast. 

Next you need to figure out
where you want to race, and
with which organization. There
are a multitude of clubs through-
out the United States and Canada,
so there’s bound to be one near
you. Some clubs race at only
one track and others race at
multiple tracks. I chose the
Western Eastern Roadracing
Association, whose WERA West
division hosts races at four 
different venues. Variety is the
spice of life, right? You’ll most
likely need to purchase a racing

license and take a new rider’s
school before you’ll be allowed
to compete. I took mine in con-
junction with a Fastrack track
day at California Speedway and
it was painless. 

Once you have all that fig-
ured out, it’s time to start race-
prepping your bike. If you’ve
ridden at track days, you know
how little preparation is
involved: Simply tape over your
lights, mirrors and reflectors,
disconnect the brake light,
remove the license plate,
replace the anti-freeze with
straight water or Water Wetter
and you’re done. Racing, how-
ever, isn’t that simple. Every

club has its own set of rules
which you must follow or your
bike won’t pass tech inspection.
After reading over the WERA
regulations, I decided to let an
expert prepare my bike. 

I took my GSX-R to my friend
Shawn Ooi’s shop, Moomba
Cyclesports (www.moomba-
cyclesports.com) in Temple City,
California, where ace mechanic
Jimmy Le prepped it for me.
Jimmy has since taken a full-
time job with Suzuki MPT
Racing, which fields riders
Danny Eslick, Blake Young and
Jeremiah Johnson in the AMA
nationals, so my bike was in

good hands. If you don’t have
an expert to help, you can prep
your bike yourself by following
your racing club’s rulebook and
your shop manual. 

Transforming a streetbike
into a racebike requires a lot 
of hard work and attention to
detail. Start by removing the
stock bodywork, wrapping it in
bubble-wrap and putting it in a
safe place; the better shape it’s
in, the more money you’ll get
for your bike when it comes
time to sell it. Beyond that,
you’ll need to remove the kick-

stand (you may need to make 
a jumper for the switch or the
engine won’t start), passenger
pegs, rear subfender and those
various electrical components
you won’t be using anymore
(headlight and taillight, turn 
signals, horn, left-side switch
housing and related wiring). You
may also want to remove your
radiator fan(s), as it’s meant for
slow-speed riding, which you
won’t be doing except in the
pits on the way to and from 
the racetrack. Use it or lose it.

Next you’ll want to remove
those parts you plan to replace
with aftermarket components,

such as the exhaust system,
suspension, stock non-
adjustable steering damper,
chain and sprockets (most bikes
are geared too tall for racing),
brake lines and pads, and per-
haps the handlebars and foot
controls. If you haven’t done so
already, now would be a good
time to change your oil and
replace the anti-freeze in your
radiator with straight water and
Water Wetter, which prevents
corrosion inside your cooling
system. Glycol-based anti-
freeze is prohibited in racing

because, like oil, it’s slippery
and could cause an accident 
if spilled on the racing surface. 

Before you put the fluids
back in, however, you’ll need 
to do some safety wiring. This
entails drilling a small hole
through a bolt or nut and join-
ing it to another bolt or nut—
or part of the bike—with stain-
less-steel safety wire, twisting
the length with specially made
pliers. The goal is to keep the
hardware in place, so your bike
won’t shed vital components
(brakes, sprockets, axles, chain
master-link clip, exhaust) or
those parts that hold back 
fluids (oil filler cap, drain plug,
external oil lines, spin-on oil fil-
ter, radiator cap, coolant drain,
etc.). I used a K&N oil filter
that’s conveniently safety-wire-
ready; otherwise, you’ll need 
to wrap the filter with a large
hose clamp and attach safety-
wire to that. Many clubs’ rule-
books specify catch bottles for
crankcase breathers and carbu-
retor vent hoses, but considering
that most modern sportbikes
are fuel-injected and route 
their breathers to the airbox,
that’s passé. 

Now, this is where the fun
starts: It’s time to put your bike
back together with all your
aftermarket goodies. In my
case, this meant installing my
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All smiles before her first race,
Angie stickers up her freshly
painted bodywork. Painted
fingernails are optional. 
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ING FOR THE GREEN FLAG TO DROP.
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Race Tech-revalved fork 
($369) and shock ($387;
www.racetech.com), Öhlins
steering damper ($577;
www.ohlins.com), Galfer
Superbike brake lines ($96) 
and carbon pads ($160;
www.galferusa.com), Vortex
sprockets with an RK chain
($190; www.vortexracing.com),
Gilles rearsets ($500; www.gilles
tooling.com), LeoVince SBK
high-mount factory titanium
exhaust system ($1927;
www.leovinceusa.com), and
Dynojet Power Commander
fuel-injection module ($340)
and Quick Shifter ($279;
www.powercommander.com).
Jimmy then levered a set 
of my favorite Pirelli Diablo
Supercorsa tires onto my bike’s
wheels and completed the last
of the safety wiring on the axle
nuts, brake-caliper bolts and
exhaust parts.

Next, Jimmy installed a Vortex
front fairing stay ($155), frame
sliders ($60) and swingarm

stand spools ($22). Then came
race bodywork from e-racing.com
(a steal at $350 for a full set;
www.e-racings.com), which
includes a bellypan capable 
of holding 5 quarts of fluid 
as required. Jimmy painted the
race bodywork flat-black with a

rattle-can, which looks good
from a distance and is much
easier (and cheaper) to touch
up in the event of a fall. Last
but not least, the finishing
touches: a set of Stomp Grips
tank grip tape ($40; www.stomp
design.com), my sponsor stickers

and my racing number 357—
custom-made by Nancy Chui
from Courant Communications.
Voila! I was ready to race. 

Almost. In addition to all the
trick bike parts, you also have
to gather all the tools you’ll
need at the track. I used Vortex

front and rear stands ($180),
Suzuka tire warmers ($375;
www.cyclecynch.com) and a
MyChron lap-timer ($250;
www.aimsports.com), not to
mention a toolbox, spares box,
milk crate full of chemicals, gas
cans, awning, chairs, cooler full

of food and drinks, etc.
Racing seemed so glamorous

before I actually started doing
it, but as I found out, it’s hard
work—much of which takes
place early in the morning.
Unload the truck, set up camp,
put the bike on its stands,
change tires, install tire warmers,
remove lower fairing for tech
inspection, register, install 
scoring transponder (rented
from WERA), put gas in the
bike, clean helmet faceshield
and windscreen, etc. Most clubs
run a full day’s practice on
Saturday plus a couple of short
practice sessions on Sunday
morning. Then you wait … and
wait … and wait until your race
is called. WERA sprint races
range from six to 10 laps
depending on the length of the
circuit, plus one warm-up lap
and one cool-down lap. So all
told, I got less than one hour 
on the track all day. For all that
money, is it really worth it? 

Absolutely! My novice season
was unforgettable. I was shaking
in my boots before my first race
at Las Vegas Motor Speedway
and finished in the back of the
pack. Frustrated and discouraged,

I persevered and things got
better. I started getting faster
and finishing higher in the
results, until later in the season
I finished third and then second.
By then I realized how much I
loved racing, and I capped off
the season by leading the B
Superstock race at Vegas from
flag to flag! 

At year’s end I finished sec-
ond in points in B Superstock
and third in B Superbike, which
bumped me up to Expert sta-
tus. So this year is going to be
tough! But even if I never win
again, I’ll be improving my skills
riding with the fast guys. For
me, that’s what racing is all
about. And you? You’ll have to
try it and see.

I WAS SHAKING IN MY BOOTS
BEFORE MY FIRST RACE AT LAS
VEGAS MOTOR SPEEDWAY.
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Details, from top left: Gilles
rearsets with Dynojet Quick
Shifter, safety-wired brake
caliper, Vortex frame slider,
Ohlins steering damper and
MyChron lap timer. 
For a full parts list, log onto 
motorcyclistonline.com.
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